Player Regulations for Tournaments 2024
This document provides the main common regulations for players entering Badminton England Circuit tournaments. These have been extracted from the master document ‘General Regulations for Tournaments’.
1) GENERAL
a) All tournaments are run in accordance with BE Master Regulations for Tournaments. Clothing must be acceptable badminton clothing and its suitability, within the regulations, will be at the discretion of the Referee. Copy is available at Competition Regulations and FAQs | Badminton England.
b) Competitors must be prepared to play at the times stated for the commencement of each event. Each competitor will be advised by email with the time of their first match in each event for which they have been accepted. If no such notification has been received by 7 days prior to the Championships it is the responsibility of the competitor to enquire from the Tournament Secretary.
c) Entry is at the competitor's own risk and, by completing online entry, the competitor undertakes that to the best of their knowledge they are healthy to compete. 

2) CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
a) Entries must be made online through tournament software and must be received with payment by the closing date. If at its discretion the Tournament Committee should accept entries and/or fees after the closing date, there will be a surcharge of £5.00 per player.
b) Both doubles partners must submit an entry. If you have no partner and would like to enter a doubles event please select ‘Partner Required’. The tournament committee will make every effort to find you a partner but cannot guarantee to do so.
c) While every effort will be made to check all entries, it is ultimately the responsibility of the player to ensure that they comply with entry regulations. Ensure that all details are completed in full.
d) Incomplete entries or entries made without any payment may be ignored.
e) No player/pair shall enter or be entered in two competitions if the published dates of the competitions overlap, unless otherwise agreed with the organisers of both tournaments (this includes domestic and international).  This applies to all Badminton England sanctioned tournaments/competitions.
f) A player is deemed to have entered, for the purpose of this regulation, if the entry has been made and not withdrawn on the closing date.  Any subsequent withdrawal by a player/pair accepted in the draw of a tournament will not allow the player/pair to enter in any other event with overlapping dates. 
g) If entry has been made into tournaments with overlapping dates without permission from both organisers, no ranking points will be awarded.
h) Babolat feather shuttles will be used except where special dispensation is granted and this should be advertised in the tournament regulations to make players aware.

3) WITHDRAWAL
a) Should you need to withdraw, you must contact the tournament organiser, or Referee, by phone and confirm in writing (an email will suffice).
b) After the seeding and selection have been published, by retiring or withdrawing from an event the player must be withdrawn from all other events in which they are entered. The referee has the discretion to overrule this regulation, where a player is unable to start or complete a game.



4) REFUNDS
Competitors prevented from playing by illness or injury, or other unforeseen cause, shall have entry fees returned in full if:
· the player withdraws before the entry closes.
· the player is placed onto a reserve list and is not later promoted or declines to be promoted to the main draw.
· In doubles, where a player withdraws, their partner is entitled to a full refund. However, the withdrawing player will be subject to normal refund policies below
After entry has closed and before 48 hours of the published tournament start time any competitor who may be prevented from playing by illness, injury or other unavoidable hindrance, shall have their entry fees returned in full, less £10 set handling charge.
No refund will be paid if withdrawal is within 48 hours of the published tournament start time.

5) TOURNAMENT CONDITIONS

a) Competitors must report to the Referee immediately on arrival and must not leave the centre without the Referee’s permission until eliminated from all events. Any competitor not ready to play when called will be liable to be scratched.
b) Players and attendees agree to abide by BE policies and codes of conduct, and as such fully recognise and adhere to the principles of the BE Child Protection Policy. Copy is available at Competition Regulations and FAQs | Badminton England.
c) Players under the age of 16 must always have a parent/carer in attendance at the tournament. We recommend players between 16 and 18 years of age are accompanied by a parent/carer but must provide contact details for a parent/carer in the case of an emergency. 
d) Any safeguarding concerns can be made to the appointed Safeguarding person at the tournament, or for further guidance on reporting please refer to the Badminton England at https://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/about-us/safeguarding/
e) No competitor shall be obliged to start a match before 9 a.m. No competitor shall be obliged to start a match after 10.00pm and in the case of junior tournaments Under 19-16 after 9.00pm (8.00pm on a Sunday), Under 15-12 after 8.00pm (7.00pm on a Sunday), Under 11 and below after 7.00 pm (6.00pm on a Sunday). Any competitor who is not prepared to play outside the times of play shall be entitled to a refund of their entry fee. In cases where competitors are staying at the venue of the tournament, these time limits may be waived at the discretion of the tournament committee.
f) The alternative service laws will be used as stated in the BWF regulations. 
g) Ranking - English National Ranking points will be awarded. See the BE website for full details.
h) Grading - Results will count towards the National Grading system. See the BE website for full details. 
i) Selection & Seeding

i. The tournament committee reserves the right to restrict entries where an event(s) is oversubscribed
ii. Selection and seeding shall firstly use the BE Player Grading List followed by the English National Ranking list (both as on the closing date). The tournament committee and Badminton England will determine the position of a players where they do not have a grade and ranking
iii. Seeding and selection by grade and rank order to determine positions cannot be appealed
6)  PHOTOGRAPHY
Where photography is permitted at an event: 
a) Professional Photography - anyone appointed as an official event photographer/videographer at a BE sanctioned event must contact seek accreditation from BE and the local organiser of the event and provide photo identification. 
i. Players/parents should be informed that this is taking place, and appropriate consent given to the use of photos/video taken.
ii. The professional photographer should be identifiable at all times.
b) Photography/videography at junior events:
i. Tournament regulations must state that there will be photography/videography and put in the place as a minimum the following protocols:
i.1. Players who do not wish to be photographed/filmed can inform the organisers at the event and be provided with a wrist band to identify them to others.
i.2. Anyone wishing to photograph/video should inform a tournament official, and they shall be informed of the following:
· Individuals that do not want to be photographed//filmed can be identified by their wrist band.
· Photographs and images must reflect the positive aspects of playing and enjoying badminton and players will be suitably attired. 
· Filming should only take place to the side or back of the court (dependent on access) and permission should be sought from the coach/parents of all players involved. Matches shall not be filmed if any one coach/parent objects to filming of their player.
· Don’t share or publish images/videos from the tournament online unless you have requested their permission.
ii. If parents have any particular concern about their young person being photographed or filmed, they should notify the organisers. Further guidance and best practice should be sought in the Safeguarding and Protecting Young People Guidelines.

7)  DATA PROTECTION
By entering this tournament, you agree to the organisers holding your personal information in order to contact you about future badminton tournaments and other relevant badminton opportunities. It will not be shared with any third parties. If you do not want your personal information used beyond this tournament, please contact the tournament organiser listed on the prospectus.
8)  EQUALITY ACT
Badminton England is committed to providing equal treatment for all its staff, members, associated members, prospective members, guests and prospective guests in compliance with the Equality Act 2010. By entering this tournament, you agree to comply with BE Equality and Diversity Policy. A copy of the policy can be downloaded at www.badmintonengland.co.uk/regulations. 
9)  DRUG TESTING
Athlete testing may take place at domestic tournaments as well as international tournaments.  If you enter a BE sanctioned tournament you may be tested, and athletes should make themselves aware of BE’s Clean Sport Strategy alongside information and guidance provided by UKAD.  Further guidance is available through the Clean Sport section of our website.
10) SPORTS INTEGRITY
The BE Sports Betting & Integrity Policy is intended to protect our players and those in and around the game from the threat that unscrupulous activity can bring.  The Policy covers betting & wagering, best efforts, match fixing and the use of inside information.   
The Policy shall apply to all Covered Persons who participate in, assist in or prepare Players to participate in any BE sanctioned event. Each Covered Person shall be automatically bound by, and be required to comply with, this Policy by virtue of such participation, assistance or preparation. The Policy (inc. definition of Covered Person) is available at Competition Regulations and FAQs | Badminton England.
11) LIABILTY
BE or the organiser will not be liable for any expense incurred as a result of this event being cancelled or postponed. All expenses are at the sole risk of the competitor.
12) DISAGREEMENTS
Where the Laws & Regulations do not govern, the Tournament Referee’s decision shall be final in all matters, including high level concerns around health & safety or safeguarding of players, volunteers or staff.

